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Predeatory 
Lending 
legislation 
advances 


(TRENTON) -- The Senate 
has given final approval to leg- 
islation Assemblymen Jeff Van 
Drew and Craig Stanley spon- 
sored to combat predatory 
lending practices that are 
increasingly forcing needy sen- 
ior citizens and urban residents 
into bankruptcy or out of their 
homes. 

"Predatory lenders push 
unsuspecting homeowners into 
loans with excessive interest 
rates, hidden charges and fees, 
and absolutely unrealistic pay- 
ment schedules," said Van 
Drew (D-Cape May). "These 
mortgage financing scams are 
nothing short of legalized loan 
sharking and, alarmingly, they 


are on the rise 


abit certe ending 
practices commonly known as 
"predatory lending." This act 
occurs when unscrupulous 
creditors target desperate 
homeowners for loans that con- 
tain hidden charges and high 
costs exceeding a borrower's 
ability to make payments or 
retire the loan. 

The measure was part of 
the "Advocating for 
Consumers” legislative pack- 
age compiled by Assembly 
Speaker Albio Sires. Other 
measures in the package would 
combat "virtual casinos" on the 
Internet, make cigarettes less 
accessible to youths, and pro- 
tect tenants and their security 
deposits from unscrupulous 
landlords. 

Essentially, predatory 
lenders reap substantial profits 
by exploiting unwary cus- 
tomers who lack comparative. 
shopping skills or who are fac- 
ing financial difficulties 
because of medical bills, prop- 
erty tax payments, or home 
repair costs. ; 

"Predatory lending has a 
damaging effect on poorer 
neighborhoods by undercutting 
revitalization efforts, under- 
mining community stability 
and promoting poverty," said 
Stanley (D-Essex). "It's time to 
end reverse redlining -- this 
new form of racial profiling. 


See PREDATORY. page. 5. 
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War against Iraq 
Showcases Top 
Black Leadership 


By. George E. Curry 


DOHA, Oatar=If United 


States Supreme Court justices 
want know how affirmative 
action works before ruling in 
the Michigan cases pending 
before them, they should visit 
the Army base here, the place 
where the war against Iraq is 
being coordinated. 

Everyone on this side of 
Mars knows by now that daily 
briefings are conducted by U.S. 
Army Brig. Gen. Vincent 
Brooks, an African-American. 
His is the official voice and face 
of the war, the person who con- 
ducts daily briefings that are 
beamed around the world. 
~~ Brooks is not just a pretty 
for the Army, he also is 
divector.oi operations. 
are times when he 
sounds more like a warrior than 
a government spokesman. As 
he said at a briefing Sunday, 
“...Any piece of the regime 
that’s out there, or any piece of 
this force that supports the 
regime, will be attacked, it will 


be destroyed...” 

The general is not the only 
African-African on the base. In 
fact, they hold positions at 
every level, from the general 
standing at the podium to the 
private sitting on the floor plac- 
ing the microphone in front of 
reporters as they ask questions. 

As journalists _ approach 

Camp As Sayliyah, the Army 
base on the outskirts of this cap- 
ital city, one of the two MPs on 
duty is likely to be an African- 
American. After walking uphill 
to the check-in point, one is 
often greeted by the smiling 
face of Army Spec. Julia 
Simpkins, a Brooklyn, N.Y., 
native who escorts journalists to 
the Central Command Media 
Center. 
_. And before-Brooks enters 
the room like a recently- 
launched cruise missile, the 
entire media operation has been 
supervised by Army Lt. Col. 
Ray Shepherd, director of pub- 
lic affairs. 

Other Blacks move in and 
out of the briefing room as Pvt. 


L 


Lizaro Myers of Philadelphia 
squats on the floor, usually out 
of the sight of cameras, holding 
his long microphone. 
Shepherd _ says, 
everywhere.” 
That- certainly. applies. to 


“We're 


Sgt. Maj: Dwight J. Brown He 


was at the briefing on Sunday, 
but by Monday he had left for 
Afghanistan. Sergeant major is 
the highest rank an enlisted sol- 
dier- cai reach, and as 
Command Sgt. Major, Brown is 
responsible for enlisted soldiers 
sprawled over 25. countries, 


U.S. Army Brig. Gen Vincent Brooks at 


briefing session 


including Iraq, Kuwait, 

Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
During oral arguments in 
the affirmative action cases 
before. the Supreme Court, 
Justice Antonin Scalia said if 
the University of Michigan is so 
“terested ifi diversity, it should 
lower its standards. Of course, 
university officials reminded 
Scalia that the institution does 
not need to lower its standards 
in order to attain a diverse stu- 

dent body. 

See LEADERSHIP page 5 


An Inside Look at the University of Michigan’s 
Admissions Process clarifies admission myths 


By. George E. Curry 


Robert Woodson Sr.,. a 
prominent Black conservative, 
and I were debating the merits 
of affirmative action on a 
Washington, D.C., television 
station recently when Woodson 
‘went ballistic. He said it was 
outrageous that the University 
of Michigan awards more 
points for a person’s color than 
to an applicant with a perfect 
SAT score. 

On the surface, it appears 
that Woodson had a valid point. 
But appearances can be deceiv- 
ing and Woodson’s charge pro- 
vides a textbook example of 
that. Not only did he misrepre- 
sent the admissions process at 
the university, which is being 
challenged in the U.S. Supreme 
Court, he demonstrated an 
appalling lack of knowledge 


“about how college administra- 


tors select students. 


oo First; ~ fets deal» .with. 


Woodson’s charge. Unlike the 
law school, undergraduate 
schools at Michigan use a point 
system to evaluate applicants. 
The maximum score is 150 
points, with the overwhelming 
majority of those related to aca- 
demics. 

Opponents such as 
Woodson like to point out that 
African-Americans, Hispanics 
and Native Americans are auto- 
matically awarded 20 points 
because they are members of 
underrepresented groups on 
campus. As Woodson states, .a 
person with a perfect SAT or 
ACT score receives a maximum 
of 12 points for that accom- 
plishment under this system. 

What Woodson fails to 
acknowledge is that the 
University of Michigan correct- 
ly assigns a low priority to stan- 
dardized test results and places 
a greater emphasis on grade 
point averages. For example, a 


Steines ee Sich avgi 


age is awarded 80 points— 
more than seven.times the 
points given top SAT and ACT 
scorers and four times those 
awarded to people of color. 
Even a student with a C average 
receives 40 points. 

There are two areas that 
tend to favor White applicants. 
If the student graduates from 
what officials consider a strong 
school, two to. 10 points ean be 
added to the score. The strength 
of the school’s curriculum is 
also evaluated. If it is deemed 
weak, up to four points can be 
subtracted from a student’s 
points. If it is judged strong, 
eight additional points can be 
gained. i 

Inasmuch as most African- 
American students at Michigan 
come from what the university 
considers weak inner-city 
Detroit schools, a typical White 
suburban student can have an 
18- to 22-point edge. That alone 
would more than offset the 20 


(hada de 


points assigned to students of 
color. 

‘What galls me about critics 
of the program is that they 
deliberately tell only part of the 
story. The university, which has 
spent more than $10 million 
defending its race-conscious 
admissions process, freely 
admits that it awards 20 points 
to underrepresented groups. 

Critics never mention that 
20 points are also given to any 
applicant from a socio-disad- 
vantaged group. That means a 
poor White person is just as 
entitled to 20 points as a person 
of color. No students can collect 
20 points for being in more than 
one category. 

Also receiving an automatic 
20 points are scholarship ath- 
letes. Neither Bob Woodson nor 
his buddies express outrage 
over this fact. And they never 
discuss a provision that allows 


See ADMISSIONS page 12 
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Day For the Champions- f 
Essex County Executive 
joseph N. DiVincenzo, Jr. 
center, presented procla- 
mations and trophies to 
the MaicolmX Shabazz 
High School Girls 
Basketball Team for win- 
ning the 15th Annual 
Tournament of Champions 
and the bloomfield Tech 
Boys Basketball Team for 
winning the Group | State 
championship. With E 
DiVincenzo are: from left, 
Captains Princess Porter 
and Shondarae Gordon 
and Head Couach Vanessa 
Watson from Shabazz; and 
Captain Courtney Nelson 
Congratulations and Head Coach Nick} 
Stephanie Treadwell, “March 2003” Employee of the Month | Marinello from Bloomfield 
Department of Police Police Gang Intelligence Unit, is an expert | Tech. Photo by Glen Frieson 
on gangs and gives presentations on their activities in Newark ; 
and halloraicie. Those presentations are given to ali ages and Former Board of Public 
contain useful information on how to prevent gang activity and Utilities chairman 
keep youth away from the gang lifestyle. “Detective Treadwell Herbert Tate congratu- 
believes, all children should be given positive alternatives and x 
choices. She is an important team member in our holistic lates his grandmother, 
approach to Newark’s gang problems,” said Mayor James. Hortense Tate (104 
years-old) on being 
named Woman of the 


TNT Gymnastics Year by the Essex 
525 Irvington Ave., 2nd flr. Sunt, Board ok 
Newark, NJ 07106 a TA 

Above the Colosseum gym soe 

| Gymnastics for girls ages 5-12 


Interested readers can participate in 1 free trial class 
ana sign up atterwa 


Employee of the Month, Detective Stephanie Treadwell is con- 
gratulated by Mayor Sharpe James. 


§ Tuesdays and/or Thursdays - Classes begin Ja 
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Make Protecting ae Senne arn 
Your Car eer ee ee. PAGERS & s 
- F - -Mobile- —<— == Mer 


From community policing to homeland We offer a great starting salary, excellent verizonwreess —=" 

Security, from aviation to marine law benefits and continuous training and et tics 861 Broad Street 
enforcement, from forensics to communica- education in over 120 exciting career Newark, NJ 07102 Newark, NJ 07102 
tions, we've got a specialty area that’s sure opportunities. Applicants must be Tel (973) 623 2593 Tel (973) 623 4777 
to suit your unique skills and interests berween 18 and 435 vears old, a US citizen, Fax (973) 623 0307 Fax (973) 643 5823 
We're the New Jersey State Police. And and must have a current driver's license. 

we're looking for bright, energetic men Applicants must possess 2 college degree 


and women who are up to the challenge to or 60 college credits with 2 vears 

be their best. In return, you'll get the satis of satisfactory employment or military 
faction of protecting your community I perience. Right now, you have the 

a sense of pride that will last a lifetime. opportunity to apply for our next class. 


For more information call 1-877-NJSP-877 or visit our website at www.NJSP.org 
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New Jersey 
has lost 
16,000 jobs 
since Bush 
took office 


State has lost 0.40% of its 
total workforce in just two 
years. 

According to a new report, 
New Jersey has lost 16,000 
since President George W. 
Bush took office. Specifically 
the report released by the 
House Appropriations 
Committee Democrats used 
Department of Labor data to 
compare the total workforce of 
New Jersey in January of 2001 
versus the total workforce in 
December of 2002. In January 
of 2001, New Jersey’s work- 
force stood at 4,025,000, while 
in December of 2002 it stands 
at only 4,009,000 - a loss of 
16,000 jobs, or 0.40% of the 
state’s total workforce. 

Nationally, the United 
States has lost more than 1.7 
million jobs since Bush took 
office. While Bush has claimed 
that September 11th has created 
the unemployment crisis, 
Labor Department data show 
that almost 500,000 jobs were 
lost in just the six months 
between the time Bush signed 
his tax cut and the terrorist 
attacks, meaning the Bush 
Recession was well underway 
before 9/11. Overall, the econo- 
my has shed an average of 
73,400 jobs per month since 
Bush was inaugurated - the 
worst rate in the last two 
decades. 


Free Admission to 
5th Annual 
CityBusiness Expo 
Register at 
Citynewsnetwork.com 


Coalition Troops take Iraq Capital 


DOHA, Qatar—With dra- 
matic video images streaming 
out of Baghdad showing jubilant 
residents dancing in the streets 
and toppling statues of Saddam 
Hussein, U.S. officials have 
finally acknowledged that they 
have removed the dictator from 
power. 

“The capital city has been 
added to those places where the 
regime has lost control,” Army 
Brig. Gen. Vincent Brooks said 
at his daily briefing here. 
Brooks’ remarks were made as 
graphic footage, reminiscent of 
the fall of the Berlin Wall, began 
flowing out of the capital city of 
Iraq. 

“It has now been 20 days 
since the coalition forces entered 
Iraq with clear objectives,” 
Brooks noted. “Today, the 
regime is in disarray and much 
of Iraq is free from years of 
oppression.” 

The whereabouts of Hussein 
and his relatives is still unknown 
and officials- are uncertain 
whether he is still alive after a 
recent bombing attack. of a 
Baghdad neighborhood. 

Meanwhile, Vice President 
Dick Cheney, speaking at the 
convention of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors in 
New Orleans, teased early critics 
of the Bush administration’s war 
plan. 

“Tn the early days of the war, 
the plan. was.criticized by some 
retired military officers embed- 
ded in TV studios,” Cheney 
quipped. “But with every day 
and every advance by our coali- 
tion forces, the wisdom of that 
plan became more apparent.” 

At his daily briefing here, 
Gen. Brooks displayed his soul- 
ful sense of humor. 

A reporter asked, “General, 
the dancing in the streets that 


we’ve seen, is it because they 
love you or is it because they 
fear you? And if it’s because 
they love you, how do you make 
sure that the love remains?” 

Without missing a beat, a 
smiling Brooks replied, “Well, 
I’m feeling a lot of love in here 
right now, so I appreciate the 
question.” His response drew 
laughter. 

On a more serious note, the 
general continued: “I think the 
reality is it’s not about us, it’s 
about the regime. What you’re 
seeing as celebration in the 
streets is a recognition that the 
regime is gone and will not 
return again. It can never be 
returned to what was. That’s 
what they’re seeing. What it tells 
us is, thus far our efforts have 
been successful in those areas. It 
also tells us that we have more 
work to do to ensure that’s the 
scene throughout the country.” 

Television cameras captured 
the euphoric scene in Baghdad 
as thousands of singing and 
chanting Iraqi citizens poured 
out of their homes into the 
streets. When one downtown 
statue of Hussein was toppled, it 
was dragged through the streets 
with one person sitting on the 
head. 

Although U.S. and British 
troops were clearly in control of 
downtown Baghdad, Gen. 
Brooks warned that American 
troops-and their allies still face 
danger. 

“There are still pockets,” he 
said. “We haven’t located every 
leader of the regime. We haven’t 
found every instrument of the 
regime. And so those operations 
continue.” 

As he had done earlier, 
Brooks paid tribute to the sol- 
diers who died during the three- 
week war. 


“In the course of the cam- 
paign, young men and women 
have sacrificed their lives for 
this cause, and we continue to 
remember them and their fami- 
lies,” he said. 

Brooks said the United 
States has not developed any 
more information on prisoners 
of war or those classified as 
missing in action but pledged to 
continue searching for them. 

Despite widespread predic- 
tions that African-Americans 
would not suffer disproportion- 
ate casualties during the war, fig- 
ures compiled thus far show the 
opposite. 

According to the Pentagon, 


although African-Americans are 


only 12 percent of the 18 to 44 — 
year-old population, they make 
up 22 percent of the armed 
forces. 
In early January, aj 
Sandra Troeber, a spokesperson 
for the Department of Defense, 
told NNPA News Service 
Washington Correspondent 
Hazel Trice Edney that African- 
Americans were unlikely to 
carry an undue burden because 
they tend to be concentrated in 
administrative and support jobs. 
However, the death figures 
don’t support that assertion. 


Following in the tradition 
of the Black Press for 20 years 


Celebrating 20 years 


City NEWS is about linking individuals and 
families with the corporate and business community, 
churches, schools and community based organizations. 
Ciry NEWS specifically focuses on urban com- 
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about our. African heritage with roots deep in fertile 
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lewsday.com, the Web 
site of the well-respected Long 
Island, N.Y., newspaper, is one 
of the largest collections of pho- 
tos of the dead. According to the 
most recent figures compiled by 


the Associated Press, 98 
Americans have lost their lives 
in the war on Iraq. 

Of those identified, 17 of the 
98—or slightly less than 18 per- 
cent—are African-Americans. 
However, the percentage is 
probably higher than that 
because photographs were not 
posted for 11 of the deceased. 

Two of the 15 believed cap- 
tured or missing—Army Spec. 
oun Johnson of El Paso, 

and Marine PFC Tz 
ae of Buffalo, N.Y.—are 
Black. 


Former Army Sercan 


Americans would not E 
heavy losses. He told Edney, 
“Wherever they are, whether 
it’s support, combat or not, if 
they’re going, they’re going in 
greater percentages than their 
White counterparts.” 

As military units seek to 
solidify their hold on Iraq, 
efforts are underway to mend a 
diplomatic rift. 

On Wednesday, British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair spoke 
with French President Jacques 
Chirac and Russian President 
Vladimir Putin about assisting i in 
stabilizing Baghdad. The two 
leaders, who opposed the war, 
are expected to be a part of a 
larger role expected the United 
Nations would play in the post- 
Hussein era. 

In his briefing, Brooks made 
it clear that Iraq has indeed 
entered a new era. 

“I think we are at a degree of 
a tipping point,” he said. “For 
the population there’s a broader 
recognition that this regime is 
coming to an end and will not 
return in the way that it has been 
in the past.” 

Even Iraq’s ambassador to 
the United Nations had to agree. 

As he was leaving his New 
York residence, Mohammed Al- 
Dour told reporters, “The game 
is over,” referring to the war. 
“And I hope the peace will pre- 
vail. I hope the Iraqi people will 
have a happy life.” 


WRERREE TH LEJ i BERERE EAE 


Page 4 


Ciry News / OPINION 


April 9 - April 15, 2003 


Editoriall 


Financial Literacy 
Gets $100 Million 


US Senator Jon S. Corzine hosted 
his first annual financial literacy sum- 
mit to bring together educators, 
bankers, business people, consumer 
advocates, government and communi- 
ty leaders to discuss financial literacy 
for adults and children. The prime 
sponsor of the literacy legislation in 
the Senate, he is convinced that “finan- 
cial literacy is about economic securi- 
ty.” 


To his credit he has written legisla- 
tion authorizing financial literacy pro- 
grams in high schools, and sponsored 
legislation seeking to create communi- 
ty-based financial literacy programs 
for seniors and for working men and 
women nearing retirement. Similar 
legislation is also being sponsored to 
establish literacy programs for men 
and women moving from welfare to 
work. é 

The Education Reform Act, 
amended by the Senator and passed by 
the Congress last year, includes finan- 
cial literacy programs so children can 
learn. about savings, checking 
accounts, debit cards, credits cards and 
credit card debt. The Youth Literacy 
Act authorizes $100 million to provide 
grants to states to help develop and 
implement financial education pro- 

grams in elementary and secondary 
schools. 

We applaud the Senator for taking 
the bull by the horns to push this 
important initiative. However, given 
the tragic record of elementary and 
secondary schools, in the urban centers 
of educating children period, many of 
whom are under educated and lacking 
basic reading and writing skills, we 
ask that fiscal and performance 
accountability literacy is required of 
all whom receive funds in the interest 
of helping the “financially restricted” 
become “financially literate.” 
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News Opinion, 111 Mulberry St. 
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By. Bill Fletcher Jr. 


It happened at 
Washington, D.C.’s Dupont 
Circle. Driving to work on 
snow-filled and icy streets, I 
stopped at a red light on the 
traffic circle. I allowed 
enough space between my 
car and the car immediately 
ahead just to be on the safe 
side. I suddenly realized that 
the person in the car behind 
me was yelling and honking. 
I rolled down my window to 
hear him insist that I move 
my car forward so that he 
could pass on my right and 
head north on Connecticut 
Avenue. I complied and 
moved my car forward. The 
driver, a young White man 
probably in his late 20s/early 
30s, pulled up on my right, 
stopped, and face turning red, 
yelled: “You stupid, fuckin, 
n-word!!” He then drove off. 

I sat therefor a second; 
and then when the light 
turned green I proceeded. 
But I drove off feeling 
stunned. I am neither young 
nor naive. I am well aware of 
racism, and experience it reg- 
ularly. What struck me was 


the anger and virulence in 
this young man. What did 
“n-word” have to do with not 
moving my car forward 
quickly enough? What made 
him think that in Washington 
he could make such a state- 
ment given the demographics 
of this city? 

Reflecting on that inci- 
dent I started thinking, ironi- 
cally enough, about President 
Bush’s notion of preemptive 
action against nation-states 
that allegedly threaten the 
United States. If I were to 
use Bush’s logic, then I prob- 
ably should have eliminated 
this White driver. After all, 
he was threatening. He posed 
and continues to pose a 
potential threat to me and 
certainly to other Black peo- 
ple in Washington. Should he 
ever get hold of a weapon 
(unless he already has one) 
he might kill or attempt to 
kill a Black person. 

Using the rationales that 
have led to this war with Iraq, 
I would be within my rights 
to take action, up to and 
including killing him, in 
order to guarantee my future 
safety. I would not need 


proof of what he intended to 
do. All I would need would 
be an ability to judge from 
his rhetoric and actions what 
he might do at some future 
moment. 

The reality is that no civ- 
ilized nation would permit 
me or anyone else to take 
such actions, particularly on 
such a basis. Taking preemp- 
tive measures against an indi- 
vidual for what they might do 
in the future if and when they 
have the opportunity would 
throw us into a state of bar- 
barism. 

Yet this is precisely what 
the Bush administration has 
done at the international 
level. If one steps back and 
considers everything that has 
been offered as pretexts for 
attacking Iraq, it essentially 
comes down to what an evil 
leader might do in the future 
if he has the opportunity and 
the resources. Using that 
logic, one could conclude 
that virtually every country 
on this planet poses a poten- 
tial threat. If a neo-fascist 
group takes control of 
Germany, they might decide 
to annex Austria. If an 


The (Il-)logic of Bush’s Doctrine of Preemptive Strikes 


extreme nationalist group 
takes control of Russia, they 
might use Russia’s arsenal of 
weapons of mass destruction 
against some opponent. If a 
pig had wings it could fly. 
The list goes on and on. 

Rather than offer a clear, 
objective analysis, the Bush 
administration has used exag- 
geration, half-truths and 
questioning one’s patriotism 
to frighten US citizens into 
supporting this aggressive 
adventure. Instead of engag- 
ing in international diploma- 
cy, the administration has 
used bullying and spurious 
arguments to craft what it 
calls a “coalition of the will- 
ing”—but what would more 
accurately be termed a rogues 
gallery for the purpose. of 
conducting this war. In the 
course of this, the lives of our 
friends and relatives—not to 
mention the lives of the peo- 
ple of Iraq—have been put on 
the line. And, by flirting with 
barbarism, we at home find 
ourselves further from any 
sense of security than we 
have ever been since Sept. 
11. 


By. Ron Walters 


Elaine Jones is brilliant. 
She is head of the NAACP 
Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund, one of our 
sharpest legal spears in many 
of the cases that have been 
fought to secure our rights. 
At a recent town hall meeting 
at Howard University Law 
School, she lamented the fact 
that the U.S. Supreme Court 
would not give the fund time 
on April 1 to argue its case 
supporting affirmative 
action. The reason was inter- 
esting. The issue was the 
University of Michigan’s 
argument about the virtues of 
something called “diversity.” 

Don’t get me wrong, I 
approve of diversity, the the- 
ory that race should be per- 
mitted to serve as an admis- 
sion criteria where all of the 
colors of the rainbow are rep- 
resented in American institu- 
tions, that this rainbow 
defines the meaning of 
democracy, and, that it is a 
requisite of the future eco- 
nomic viability of America as 
the White population 
declines. I understand and 
appreciate those arguments. 

Jones reminded us that 
there is a growing erosion in 
this theory of affirmative 
action as racial restitution. 
Affirmative action was based 
on the crime of slavery and 
other forms of overt racial 
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the nation to atone for this by 
enacting a regime of law that 
would give Black people 
opportunities in obtaining 
employment, business con- 
tracts and higher education. 
She reminded us that some 
universities have subtly 
changed their language from 
affirmative action to diversity 
because they fear being sued 
by Right-wing organizations, 
such as the Center for 
Individual Rights, the organi- 
zation representing the plain- 
tiffs in the Michigan cases. 
She also pointed out that if 
the fund were allowed to 
argue the validity of affirma- 
tive action, the court: would 
require a finding that the 
institution had previously 
practiced racial discrimina- 
tion and exclusion. And 
many institutions of higher 
education do not want to go 
through the documentation of 
that historical fact, not only 
because of the embarrass- 
ment it would cause, but 
because it might open then to 
other kinds of legal action. 
The University of 
Michigan practiced racial 
exclusion for 50 years after it 
opened. For example, what 
happened to the taxes Black 
residents paid during those 
years, in a state that doesn’t 
have, like some in the South, 
a robust system of Black 
institutions of higher educa- 
tion as an alternative? Blacks 


of Michigan. 

What that says to me is 
that we must be prepared, no 
matter what the Supreme 
Court decides, to continue to 
bring cases to the attention of 
the public about the special 
history and condition of 
Black people which has 
resulted in exclusion from 
many American political and 
economic institutions. 

Ironically, this is what the 
reparations movement is 
doing. Reparations activists 
are bringing suit against cor- 
porations and the U.S. gov- 
ernment based on the reality 
that the deficit which was 
constructed between the 
races was a result of the bru- 
talization of Black life and 
the appropriation of our 
resources in the building of 
America. The problem, how- 
ever, with the reparations 
thrust may be that its frontal 
assault on the system may be 
too much to take: too much 
pain, too much embarrass- 
ment, too much history-too 
much owed. 

So maybe there is another 
way, one stronger than 
“diversity” but still focused 
on restoring dignity to Black 
life and access to opportuni- 


ty. One way may be to attack | 


and attempt to dismantle as 
illegal the infrastructure that 
allows Whites to benefit from 
unequal access to opportuni- 
ties. Attack the SAT and the 


were excluded from White2s-L&AiSand otherostandandized 


A Case of Racial Restitution or “Diversity?” 


attention to the necessity of colleges like the University _ 


tests; attack..the legality of 
other forms of admissio 
such as alumni legacies and 
geographical admits as a vio- 
lation of Civil Rights Act of 
1964. 

Another Right-wing 
organization, The Institute 
for Constitutional Rights 
headed by Linda Chavez, 
asserts that Title VI of the 
1964 Civil Rights Act pro- 
hibits discrimination in the 
use of federal funds. Well 
what kind of discrimina- 
tion—only race? If that is 
true—and I doubt it—why 
don’t legacy admits, geo- 
graphical admits and similar 
preferences also violate Title 
VI? 

We should all remember 
that “diversity” can exclude 
or marginalize Blacks and 
that in some places, other 
people of color are the pre- 
ferred minorities. So, with 
the increasing multicultural 
nature of America, while 
joining hands with others, we 
could also loose our own 
place if we cease to struggle 
for it. 


Ron Walters is 
Distinguished Leadership 
Scholar, director of the African 
American Leadership Institute 
and professor of government 
and politics at the University 
of Maryland-College Park. 


His most recent book is 
“African American 
Leadership,” with Robert 
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Newest Member of P&G’s 
Global Leadership Council 


CINCINNATI — As vice 
president of Information 
Technology at Procter & 
Gamble and the newest mem- 
ber of the company’s powerful 
Global Leadership Council 
(GLC), Robert Dixon has a 
message for young minorities 
who aspire to be corporate 
executives. 

“Stay in school and pursue 
a college education, and take 
those challenging Math, 
Science and Literature cours- 
es,” he said. “Pursue technical 
degrees like Engineering, 
Information Technology and 
Life Sciences that will give rise 
to new technologies 10 years 
out.” 

As a member of the GLC, a 
team of top executives who run 
worldwide businesses, geo- 
graphic units, and corporate 


Robert Dixon 


functions, Dixon uses the 
Internet to build information 
systems that help P&G supply 
products to grocery store 
shelves fast and reliably. He’s 
the company’s first African- 
American appointed to the 
GLC. 


Tips for taxpayers 


Each year, the April 15th 
deadline for filing tax returns 
seems to arrive far too quickly. 
With so much going on in the 
world this tax season, it is easy 
to understand how filing a tax 
return might not be the top pri- 
ority on many peoples’ minds. 

Still, the deadline is 
approaching. Jackson Hewitt 
suggests there are a few simple 
things worth reminding taxpay- 
ers in advance of April 15th. 

Avoid silly mistakes Some 
errors many taxpayers make are 
simple and avoidable. Make 
sure all the social security num- 
bers are correct on the return, 
report all Form W-2’s and Form 
1099s received, double-check 
your math, sign your return (and 
have your spouse sign if appli- 
cable), mail the return to the cor- 
rect address, and mail it on time. 


If you owe an amount and are 
paying by check, a common 
mistake is to make the check 
payable to “IRS.” Make sure 
you make out the check to 
“United States Treasury.” 
Report all sources of 
income The IRS matches the 
amounts you show on your 
return with amounts that have 
been reported to the IRS on 
Form W-2s, and Form 1099s. If 
they do not match, you can 
expect to receive a notice. If the 
amounts were wrong, and you 
cannot get a corrected version 
from the issuer in time to file 
your tax return, enter the report- 
ed amount, make an adjustment 
to get to the correct amount, and 
attach the explanation for this 
adjustment to your tax return. 
If you owe money consid- 
er electronic funds withdrawal 


or pay by credit card If paying 
by credit card, be aware you 
may be charged a fee for this 
service, and if you do not pay 
the balance when due, an addi- 
tional finance charge. If you 
owe money but cannot pay, con- 
sider an IRS installment plan. 

If you need more time You 
can get an automatic four-month 
extension of time file by com- 
pleting Form 4868 and sending 
it by April 15th. This is an 
extension of time to file, not an 
extension of time to pay any 
taxes you may owe. You will be 
charged interest on any tax you 
owe but did not pay by April 
15th. You may also be charged 
penalties in certain cases. 

Jackson Hewitt is the 
nation’s fastest growing tax 
preparation service 


War against Iraq Showcases Top Black Leadership 


Continued from page 1 

If Scalia comes here, he will 
see that the Army didn’t lower its 
standards to produce quality 
leadership. 

This $110 million facility, 
built less than five years ago, has 
allowed the military to cut nor- 
mal troop deployment from four 
weeks during the Gulf War to 
four..days. in the current war. 
There are 27 warehouses, with 
approximately 1.6 million square 
feet or 36.3 acres of enclosed 
storage space. It takes that kind 
of room to house 150 Abrams 
M-ł tanks, 116 Bradley fighting 
vehicles and 112 armored per- 
sonnel carriers. 

The men and weapons here 
have been deployed to perhaps 
the most turbulent region in the 
world. And African-Americans 
have been entrusted to operate at 
the highest level, as far as their 


talent would take them. 

CENTCOM—the Army’s 
way of saying U.S. Central 
Command—normally operates 
out of Tampa, Fla. But during 
this war, the leaders set up head- 
quarters here, a major jumping- 
off point for men and women 
headed to battle. And it’s no acci- 
dent that African-Americans 
hold such prominent positions. 

After Scalia and company 
visit Qatar, they should return to 
Washington and re-read the 
friend-of-the-court brief filed by 
more than 25 distinguished mili- 
tary leaders. 

Vouching for the effective- 
ness of affirmative action were 
Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf, 
commander of the first Gulf War; 
three former chairmen of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff—Adm. 
William Crowe, Gen. Hugh 
Shelton and Gen. John M. 


Shalikashvili—former Defense 
secretaries William Perry and 
William Cohen, along with for- 
mer superintendents of the U.S. 
military and Air Force acade- 
mies. 

“Doing affirmative action 
the right way is deadly serious 
for us—people’s lives depend on 
it,” the military leaders said in 
their brief. Dismissing so-called 
race-neutral approaches to diver- 
sity such as percentage plans, 
they noted: “There is presently 
no workabie alternative to limit- 
ed race-conscious programs to 
increase the pool of qualified 
minority officer candidates and 
establish diverse educational set- 
tings for officer candidates.” 

Because the military is more 
integrated than most sectors of 
American society, it’s easy to 
forget that it wasn’t always that 
way. 


Predatory Lending legislation advances 


Continued from page 1 

With this bill, we can put 
predatory lending in check and 
ensure that the American dream 
of home ownership does not 
become a nightmare for the 
needy and disenfranchised." 

If enacted, New Jersey would 
join North Carolina, Georgia, 
and New York in establishing 
strong anti-predatory lending 
laws or regulations. In addition, 
dozens of other states and federal 
legislators are considering enact- 
ment of such laws. 

The bill would prohibit a 
wide range of ‘predatory prac- 
tices, including "flipping" -- the 
practice of refinancing existing 
loans without any benefit to the 
borrowers. It also would require 
high-cost lenders to assess a bor- 
rower's ability to make payments 
before issuing a loan. In addition, 
the measure would enhance the 
ability of predatory lending vic- 


tims to recover their losses 
through lawsuits against the orig- 
inal loan issuers and subsequent 
assignees. 

Finally, the bill would make 
violations subject to the con- 
sumer fraud law and provide for 
additional penalties, as well as an 
opportunity for lenders to cure 
good-faith errors. Under the 
measure, egregious predatory 
lending violations would be sub- 
ject to punitive damages and up 
to 10 percent of the amount 
financed in fines. 

Stanley said a report released 
by the New Jersey Institute for 
Social Justice found that African- 
American residents are 2.5 times 
more likely than white borrowers 
to seek sub-prime loans to pay 
for home improvements or refi- 
nancing. While many sub-prime 
loans are legitimate products, 


»Stanleyrsaid: the inoreases. sug} r \\ 


gest that predatory lending is on 
the rise in urban neighborhoods. 

"Many senior citizens are 
‘house rich and cash poor' -- a 
financial situation that makes 
them easy prey for the exploita- 
tive practices of predatory 
lenders," said Van Drew (D-Cape 
May). "Senior citizens who spent 
their lives to attain the American 
dream of home ownership should 
not have their golden years stolen 
away from them." 

The bill is supported by 
advocates of consumers and sen- 
ior citizens, including AARP, 
Citizen Action, ACORN, and the 
NAACP. 

The Senate voted 37-0 to 
concur with Assembly amend- 
ments to the measure. It now 
heads to the Governor, who may 
sign it, veto it, or modify in the 
form of a conditional veto. 


ae 
Pci 


abolo oeny hell Ml 


As late as 1968, Black 
enrollment at the Naval 
Academy at Annapolis and West 
Point was less than 1 percent. In 
1973, although African- 
Americans made up 17 percent 


of the rank-and-file, they consti- 


tuted only 2.8 percent of all mil- 
itary officers. 

By 2001, Blacks. and. 
Hispanics made up 11 percent of 
West Point, 14 percent of the Air 
Force Academy and 15 percent 
at Annapolis. Today, people of 
color represent 40 percent of the 
military and 20 percent of all 
officers. 


Brig. Gen. Brooks is a grad- 
uate of West Point. He did some- 
thing there that no African- 
American had ever accom- 
plished—te finished first in his 
class. When you see him on TV, 


“he is still standing at the head of 


the class. 
Even affirmative action foes 


Clarence Thomas, who- wass- 


admitted to Yale Law School as a 
result of affirmative action, and 
Scalia should not miss that point. 

If they do, maybe we can get 
Col. Jerry Robinson, the Black 
chaplain here from Baconton, 


Ga., to pray for them. 


> ables or Sponsorship, 
‘Call 973-642-4400 
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_ Decreasing anxiety 
in time of war 


By Valorie Burton 
Special to the NNPA from The Dallas Weekly 


DALLAS (NNPA)—With our nation and allies now at war, 
there is an added element of concern in our daily lives. Whether 
you have loved ones deployed in the Middle East (as I do) or fret 
over the possibilities of terrorism at home, it can be easy to 
become stressed about more than just the daily challenges of per- 
sonal and professional life. Here is some advice for decreasing 
your anxiety level during these unsettling times: 


1. Don't overdose on news. With multiple 24-hour news 
channels and breaking news coverage of the war, it can be easy to 


> anxiety and stress levels. 
Pray daily. Prayer really does change things. It does not 
always change the circumstances, but it can certainly change your 
perspective on the circumstances. And that can make ail of the 
difference in the world. Consider these scriptures for prayer and 
meditation: Philippians 4:6—“Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which sur- 
passes all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus” “You shall not be afraid 
of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day, nor of the 
pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays 
waste at noon day.” Prayer calms you and centers you. 

~ Regardless of your opinion’on the.war, be sure to pray for the 
safety of our troops and minimizing the number of the innocent 
lives that may be lost in the cross fire. 

3. Talk about it. If you are feeling anxious, share your feel- 
ings with those you trust. Talking about it can help relieve some 
of the stress you feel and help you see thas you are not alone in the 
way you feel. sg 

4. Make "'de-stressing" a priority. Whether it's a funny 
movie, fun with friends or your favorite past-time, make sure that 
you engage in activities that help you de-stress. Make this a pri- 
ority by scheduling time on a weekly basis to do something that 
makes you smile. In stressful times, itis more important than ever 
to find time to laugh and have fun. It strengthens your mental and 
emotional health. 

5. Take positive action. What could you do to make a dif- 
ference? One small gesture can help you feel more in control of 
your immediate circumstances. Perhaps it is your dedication to 
writing letters or e-mails to a loved one or friend who is deployed 
in the Middle East, or offering moral support to the family they 
left behind. Perhaps it is a commitment to learn more about the 
origins of this conflict so that you are educated about the topic. Or 
maybe it is simply a commitment to respecting the opposing opin- 
ions of others on the issue of war. We all hold different perspec- 
tives, but allowing the war to be a source of division among us 
would be unfortunate. 

Take positive action, and use this as an opportunity to 
embrace tolerance and acceptance. 


Valorie Burton is author of “Rich Minds, Rich Rewards: 52 
Ways to Enhance, Enrich and Empower Your Life.” 
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‘Yo the Patient: This coupon is provided as a service by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. After your physician provides a valid, 
signed, new prescription for METAGLIP™ tablets, simply take the prescription to any pharmacist to receive your free 30 days of 
METAGLIP™ therapy. Be sure to follow all dosing instructions provided by your physician. 
Good for free 30 days of METAGLIP™ therapy. Redeem one time only when accompanied by a valid, signed, new prescription for 
METAGLIP™ tablets. No substitutions permitted. If you have received free, 30 days-of METAGLIP™ therapy from previous coupon 
promotions in 2003, you are not eligible to redeem this coupon. No purchase required. 
To the Pharmacist: For reimbursement, please submit to Argus.The information printed below should be used when 
submitting for reimbursement. Redeem only one coupon per patient. Limit of up to 120 tablets for a 30-day prescription. For 
questions regarding Argus on-line processing, please call the Help Desk at: 1-800-522-7487. 
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In clinical trials, most METAGLIP™ patients experienced no weight gain. 


METAGLIP™ combines two widely prescribed type 2 diabetes medicines that treat the primary causes of type 2 diabetes: METAGLIP™, together with 
diet and exercise, helps your body release more insulin, and works, in part, by helping your body use insulin more effectively to lower your blood 
sugar better than Glucotrol® (glipizide). In clinical trials, most patients taking METAGLIP™ experienced no weight gain. if your current management 
program includes diet, exercise, and Glucotrol, and you're not getting enough blood sugar control, ask your doctor if METAGLIP™ is right for you. 


IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 
METAGLIP™ (glipizide and metformin HCI) Tablets are not for everyone. In rare cases, METAGLIP™ may cause lactic acidosis-(buildup of lactic acid 


in the blood), which is serious and can be fatal in half the cases. This occurs mainly in people whose kidneys are not functioning properly. Tell = 


your doctor about your alcohol use because it can increase your risk. You should not take METAGLIP™ if you: have kidney problems, are 80 or older 
(unless your kidneys have been tested), are taking medication for heart failure, are seriously dehydrated, have a severe infection, or if you have or 
have had liver disease. METAGLIP™ is not recommended for pregnant women. The most common side effects are diarrhea, nausea/vomiting, and 
upset stomach. Symptoms of hypoglycemia (low blood sugar) such as lightheadedness, dizziness, shakiness, or hunger may also occur. 


PLEASE SEE ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT PATIENT INFORMATION ON ADJACENT PAGE 
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A leader in type 2 diabetes care. www.metaglip.com 
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Entertainment News 


— Kim Bowman 


Beyonce dating 50 Cent oh where's Jay-Z 


According to U.K. pub- 
lication, The Sun, word is 
that Beyonce is now dating 
50 Cent: Apparently, 
Beyonce's friendship with 
50 caused a rift between 
her and Jay-Z leading to the 

f end of their relationship. 50 
and Beyonce recently worked on a track together, 
where they upped the level of their relationship. 
What also makes 50 more attractive is that he was 
just given a label deal for his G-Unit Records 
from Interscope. Expect the G-Unit album to be 
in stores by year's end. 


Jay-Z drops Blueprint 2.1, new Reebok 
shoe 


For those of you who 
thought Jay-Z's Blueprint 2: 
The Gift & The Curse had a 
bit too much filler in the 2- 
CD set, Jiggaman is cutting 
some of the fat. Today (April 
8), Jay will drop Blueprint 
2.1, the best 14 songs from 
Blueprint 2 plus two previously unreleased bonus 
tracks. On April 18th Jay drops his new line of 
Reebok sneakers. The Reebok S. Carter is the 
first signature shoe ever developed for a non-ath- 
lete. The sneakers, a cross between the Adidas 
Stan Smiths and the classic K-Swiss are available 
in white with a green sole with an "SC" logo on 


“the bottom. Fans in Philadelphia will get a sneak 


peek as Jay will do an in-store appearance on 
April 17 at an undisclosed location. 

Finally on April 29th, Blackground/Universal 
Records will release Aaliyah's "Miss You" featur- 
ing Jay-Z as an enhanced CD single. Also on the 
disc will be the video for "Miss You" which fea- 
tures DMX, Missy Elliot, Lil Kim and U-God. 


DJ Funkmaster Flex pleads guilty to 
harassment 


Funkmaster Flex plead guilty to harassing 
Power 105.1's Steph Lova in a NYCourt yester- 
day. By pleading, Flex wasn't charged with any 
crime, but was cited for a violation. He must 
serve 35 hours of community service. "Flex is 
trying to rebuild his relationship with Steph & put 
this behind him," a spokesperson for Flex told 
AllHipHop.com. Lova's 5 million dollar civil suit 
is pending. 


P. Diddy disturbs neighbors, starts bad boy 
dance? 


As the new season of Making The Band 2 
featuring P. Diddy begins shooting, MTV has 
rented two town homes in Greenwich Village, 
NY and neighbors aren't too happy about it. They 
are complaining of noise, loitering and cigarette 
butts being left on the sidewalk. On neighbor has 
even gone as far as starting a petition to have 
MTV and the show move out of the town homes. 
Daniel Kohs, owner of the town homes says that 
the complaints may have to do more with MTV 
and the show than the noise and loitering. 

In related news, word around the industry is 


that P. Diddy might be venturing 


- Clubs 


. Poetry 


- parties 


- Art Shows 


y 


ee Bes dit itp s= 
t = 


ARTZ 


Reach New Jetseys’ top 
entertainment seekers 


each week in ARTZ! 


- Netwo rking events 


- talent Showcases 

- Theatre performances 
©- Movies & Plays 

- Restaurants 

- Fashion Shows 


- Fund-Raisers 
- Books signings 


celebrations of all 
kinds 
To advertise your event simply call or 
email Crry NEWs at 973.642.4400 


or 
Advertising @Citynewsnetwork.com 


into another genre of music along 
with his new deal at Universal. 
There is a dance track floating 
around the industry called "Let's 
Get Pll" featuring P. Diddy and 
dance group, Deep Dish. If the 
track gets enough of a big buzz in 
the dance industry, be prepared for 
a Bad Boy Dance Music division 
to launch sometime this year. 


On April 25 in New Orleans ... 
K-Ci and JoJo were arrested on 
tax-evasion charges over the 
weekend in- Raleigh, North 
Carolina. The brothers, who are 
7 accused of failing to pay taxes for 

S shows performed in the state in 
1999, 2000 and 2001, were freed 
on bail Sunday and said they had 
no prior knowledge of the tax 
problem. ... 


LV to the J.LO 


Not only have 
celebrities taken 
over every fashion 
magazine cover 
besides Italian 
Vogue lately, but 
= now it seems like 

they're snatching up the 
fashion ad campaigns too. Just 
weeks after the (still unconfirmed) 
rumor that Christina Aguilera had 
been selected as the new face of 
Versace, we hear that J.Lo has 
been approached by Louis Vuitton 
about starring in the Fall 2003 
campaign. We think all super 
models should retaliate by becom- 


Lb ef 


ing rockstars. Sosas 


KAM’S KAPSULES 


BIG BUDGET FILMS 


Anger Management (PG-13 for profanity 
and crude sexual content) Wacky comedy 
places businessman Adam Sandler in the care 
| of crazy counselor Jack Nicholson as a sen- 
tence for a crime he didn't commit. 


INDEPENDENT & FOREIGN FILMS 
Better Luck Tomorrow (R for cursing, drug use, sex and vio- 
lence) Boyz in the Chess Club. LA high school drama revolves 
around a gang of model, Asian-American A-students who secret- 
ly sell test answers and illegal narcotics to their dumber class- 
mates. 


Ghosts of the Abyss (G) 1 hour, 3-D glasses documentary by 
director James Cameron chronicles the 2.5 mile deep search for 
the wreckage of the Titanic in the North Atlantic. 


House of 1000 Corpses (R for profanity, sexuality and sadis- 
tic gore) Heavy metal rock star Rob Zombie makes his directori- 
al debut with this teen screamer about stranded kids who seek 
refuge from a storm inside a house which happens to be haunted. 


Lilya 4-Ever (R for heavy sex content including rape, exple- 
tives and drug use) Street survival saga about the trials and tribu- 
lations of an abandoned 16 year-old Russian girl, who follows her 
boyfriend to Sweden where she is betrayed into prostitution. (In 
Russian, Swedish and German with subtitles). 


Marion Bridge (Unrated) Morose melodrama about a trio of 
estranged sisters who return to their tiny Nova Scotia hometown 
to care for their terminally-ill mother while they resume their sib- 
ling rivalry. 


XX/XY (R for sex, profanity and drug use) Erotic drama 
about a slick operator who talks a couple of strangers into an ill- 
fated, menage a trois and their reunion ten years later to try again. 


Bishop T.D. Jakes & The 
Potter’s House Mass Choir 
release new CD “A Wing And A Prayer” 


A wing and a prayer. It’s an 
old expression, but in these times 
when troubles, anxiety and uncer- 
tainty seem to be the common] 
currency of a restless, unsettled 
world, it’s a saying that’s more 
relevant than ever. And on their 
third release, the unfailingly 
uplifting and inspiring “A Wing 
And A Prayer, Bishop T.D. Jakes 
& the Potter’s House Mass Choir” 
deliver 11 powerful songs of hope s 
in the face of adversity. - 

A classical grandeur carries the timeless message of Richard 
Smallwood’s “His Mercy Endureth” while “It’s Already Done” 
rides atop a joyful modern gospel/R&B groove. “These two 
songs,” says Bishop Jakes, “help lift us as we recognize that 
God’s mercy and grace enable us to make it through the testing 
times in life.” 

A smooth flowing choir backs a majestic lead vocal by 
Tommye Young-West on “A Path In The Sea.” “I was particular- 
ly blessed by this song,” says the Bishop, “because God has 
brought me through the storm like Peter walking on water and 
surviving strong winds. I know that He has a path through things 
that seem insurmountable.” 

The new CD’s closing, title cut - a rollicking, straight-up slice 
of Sunday morning, stand-up-and-clap Gospel clearly sums up a 
lot of where Bishop T.D. Jakes has come from, as well as much of 
what is on his mind and heart these days. “When you hear this 
song, and the entire album, you’ll know what our mothers and 
fathers meant when they said they made it on ‘A Wing and A 
Prayer,” he concludes. “It hasn’t been easy, but it certainly has 
been worth it to see what God will do when we believe. I think 
people will spread wings and fly when they hear the anointing on 
this CD. I have played it oyer and over again .... and you know 
“What? Chade ie” ot Cela eC Es Sta 
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The White-washing of 
Smooth Jazz 


By. Nisa Islam Muhammad 
Special to the NNPA from the Final 
Call 


WASHINGTON-In the 
world of smooth jazz, there are 
those who sell records and those 
records that get played on the 
radio. Typically, in other genres, 
the artists who sell the most 
records are the ones that get air- 
play. Not so with smooth jazz 
and the artists are crying foul. 

“There is a serious lack of 
Black participation on smooth 
jazz radio stations,” said Marcus 
Johnson, an accomplished jazz 
pianist and the head of Three 
Keys Music. “Smooth jazz radio 
stations are blocking Black peo- 
ple out of the market.” 

Johnson has the only 100 
percent Black-owned company 
that is charting music on the 
Billboard contemporary jazz 
charts. His partner is Robert L. 
Johnson, founder of Black 
Entertainment Television and the 
first Black billionaire. Together 
they have such notable artists as 
Bobby Lyle and Alyson 
Williams. Despite the success of 
the company, they have experi- 
enced huge problems in getting 
Black artists airtime on the pre- 
dominately White-owned 
smooth jazz stations. 

Their White artists, Michael 


~seer'"Tington and Jaared, get a lot of 


airtime but don’t sell records. 
Bobby Lyle and Marcus Johnson 
sell records despite the lack of 
radio play. 

There seems to be a real 
“whitewash” of music in the jazz 
format, with Black artists seem- 
ingly relegated to limbo, 
explained Johnson. “I need my 
artists played in Chicago, New 
York and D.C. where I get an 
automatic ‘No’ and we’re shut 
out,” he said. 

Lyle sees the issue as just a 
continuation of a historical prob- 
lem. 

“The attempt to bring White 
performers to the forefront is 
nothing new. It’s typical of what 
goes on in the music industry. 
Michael Lington’s getting the 
stations but not the retail sales 
that I get. It’s a closed fraternity 
that’s not beneficial to the music 
or the artists,” he said. 

“Tt happened in 1920 when 
Paul Whiteman was called the 
king of jazz while Louis 
Armstrong and Duke Ellington 
were more popular. For rock and 
roll, it was the promotion of 
Elvis Presley as the king, when 
Little Richard ‘and Chuck Berry 
were popular,” he told The Final 
Call. 

Ken Tobin, a radio consult- 
ant and the operations director at 
WJZF, Atlanta’s first Smooth 
Jazz station, said it’s about con- 
trol. : 

“There is one entity that con- 


trols ‘what gets heard in smooth ~ 


jazz. That’s Broadcast 
Architecture, a consultancy firm. 
The reason they have so much 
control is that they’ve managed 
to consult and control the major 
market smooth jazz stations,” 
Tobin said. “They’re all about 
research. That’s their claim to 
the industry. They’ve developed 
systems to help stations that have 


Marcus Johnson 


been successful. With that kind 
of influence, other radio stations 
just play follow the leader.” 

In the early 1990s, smooth 
jazz emerged as a combination 


The attempt to 
bring White 

__ performers to the 
forefront is nothing 
new. Its typical of 
what goes on in the 


music industry. 


of jazz, rock, pop and rhythm 
and blues. It’s considered easy 
listening music with a contem- 
porary flair. 

“This type of music won’t 
disturb the politics of the office,” 
said Final Call White House cor- 
respondent Askia Muhammad, 
who also is a jazz historian and 
radio personality at Pacifica’s 
Washington, D.C., station 
WPFW. 

“As a radio format, it com- 
petes with soft rock and other 
office music. The obvious sym- 
bol of smooth jazz is Kenny G. 
The advertising and promotion 
of it is him,” Muhammad said. 
“The Black artists that have had 
success with smooth jazz are the 
established artists who had audi- 
ences of their own who brought a 
strong following to the station in 
exchange for additional success 
and popularity. 

“With the help of Broadcast 
Architecture, “the Smooth Jazz 
format has shown amazing 
growth over the past seven years. 
Its ability to bring ratings suc- 
cess in key adult demos is unsur- 
passed. With core artists like 
Kenny G George Benson, Sade 


and Anita Baken Smpoth, JAZZ 


appeals to multi-cultural listen- 
ers.” 

According to Broadcast 
Architecture, since 1994, it has 
assisted more than 20 stations in 
format flips to smooth jazz. In 
addition to their ongoing rela- 
tionships with existing smooth 
jazz stations, Broadcast 
Architecture provides a founda- 
tion for introducing smooth jazz 
to new markets. 

“Broadcast Architecture is so 
powerful that they mandate the 
sound. Their word influences the 
top markets and the artists’ han- 
dlers are eager to respond to the 
manipulation by Broadcast 
Architecture. In order to get 
heard, the artists must provide 
what Broadcast Architecture is 
looking for,” said Tobin. “They 
also influence what artists get 
paid, concerts and jazz festivals. 
The concept behind smooth jazz 
is to have relaxing music. It has 
to be laid back, relaxing and 
non-offensive. They’d rather 
have a non-offensive tune than 
one that some like and others 
don’t. This is wallpaper music, 
background sounds. It works for 
them but not the artists.” 

- Artists who follow the for- 
mula provided by Broadcast 
Architecture are rewarded with 
airtime explained Tobin. 
“Airplay is most important, sales 
are after the fact.” 

In the hip hop world, artists 
such as Master P, Cash Money 
and 50 Cent decided to avoid 
those control issues. 

“Those folks came along and 
said we’re not going to play that 


game of control. We’re going to. 


play outside of the gym,” said 
Tobin. 

These artists began to sell, 
distribute and promote their own 
music. Thousands of records 
were sold literally out of the 
trunks of their cars. 

“They get 100 percent of the 
profits and not the very small 
percentage that other artists get 
from their label,” said Mr. Tobin. 
“These artists own their publish- 
ing rights, they distribute their 
own music and the radio stations 
are coming to them for promo- 
tion.” 


Review by Kam Williams 


When we last visited Vin 
Diesel, he was playing the 007- 
inspired spy, Xander Cage, in 
XXX. That non-stop, special- 
effects spectacular raked in over 
$200 million in theaters and 
established Vin as a bona fide 
box-office star. But because the 
simplistically-drawn XXX char- 
acter was basically a cartoonish 
superhero who was only called 
upon either to preen or to pulver- 
ize, one still had to wonder what 
would happen when Diesel was 
asked to exhibit a little vulnera- 
bility and a wider range of emo- 
tions. - 

Well, the answer has arrived 
in A Man Apart, another action 
adventure, to be sure, yet one 
with a heart. Here Vin appears as 
Sean Vetter, a homegrown DEA 
agent dedicated to getting drugs 
out of LA’s ghettos. He roams 
the streets fighting crime with 
his partner Demetrius (Larenz 
Tate), another native son raised 
on the rough side of town. 

After seven frustrating years, 
the hard-boiled Vetter has come 
to realize that árresting the small- 
fry dealers hanging on the corner 
isn’t even putting a dent in the 
pipeline of contraband coming 
from Mexico. Therefore, he and 
Demetrius decide to try to take 
down Memo (Geno Silva), the 
kingpin of the Mexican cartel 
supplying the pipeline of nar- 
cotics to their community. 

The story becomes com- 
pelling only after the successful 
sting, when the handcuffed 
Memo levels a thinly-veiled 
threat against those who have 
arrested him. Soon, a sleeping 
Sean and his wife, Stacy 
(Jacqueline Obradors), are awak- 
ened by bloodthirsty intruders 
who burst in on them in the mid- 
dle of the night, guns ablazing. 

A Valiant Vetter returns the 
fire, but is still seriously wound- 
ed, while Stacy is slain in the 
crossfire. He only learns that he 
has lost the great love of his life, 
his Rock of Gibraltar, later, when 
he comes to, attached to tubes 
and a monitor in a hospital bed. 


Diesel Out for Revenge 
As “A Man Apart” 


It is during this interlude that we 
first get to see the sensitive side - 
of the macho character. And 
guess what? Vin Diesel proves 
he can really act, delivering very 
convincingly in an “anguished 
man in mourning” montage. 

Then, the embittered, dis- 
consolate detective can think of 
nothing else but getting even, 
and after a requiem and a little 
rehab, he’s ready to rumble. 

Of course, he enlists the 
assistance of Demetrius in this 
endeavor, though the loyal part- 
ner hesitates out of concern for 
his own wife and child. 

The plot thickens when the 
pair learn that the hit had been 
ordered by the ruthless Diablo, 
the mysterious head of the new 
drug cartel which has muscled its 
way into the business in the 
wake of Memo’s arrest. In fact, 
they even enlist Memo’s help to 
track down his replacement. 

Expect all the familiar sta- 
ples audiences have come to 
demand of every high-octane 
cop drama lately: the stakeout at 
a strip club for a taste of gratu- 
itous nudity, the pistol-whipping 
of street-level punks on the way 
to Mr. Big, shockingly gruesome 
gore, eye-popping, pyrotechnics, 
cool car chases and a high body- 
count. But what makes A Man 
Apart stand apart is its endearing 
hero, a huggable hunk any girl 
could take home to mother. 

Very Good (3 stars) 


Rated R for graphic vio- 
lence, profanity, drug content, 
female frontal nudity and sexual- 
ity. 
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Proposed Renovations for the Housing Authority 
of the Borough of Princeton 


Redding Circle Homes 


NJ 27-3 
Princeton, New Jersey 08540 


JDZA Project No. 02026 
April 7, 2003 


REVISED ADVERTISEMENT - 
INVITATION TO BIDDERS 


The following Addendum Number One: Revised 
Advertisement - Invitation to Bid shall be incorporat- 
ed into the Contract Documents. 


The Housing Authority of the Borough of Princeton 
(HASOP) invites Construction Bids for the exterior 
renovation of thirteen buildings at the Redding Circle 
Homes. 


Work shall consist of, but not be limited to: 


a. Removal of existing cedar siding, trim and 
building felt. 

Replacement of cedar siding with vinyl siding. 
Replacement of trim with painted metal wrap 
wood. 

Removal and replacement of gutters and lead- 
ers. 

Installation of through-wall air-conditioner 
sleeves 

Painting of Doors. . 

Replacement of miscellaneous doors 
Replacement of existing parking area pole light- 
ing and building mounted site lighting. 
Reconstruction of refuse enclosure areas. 


It is the intent of the HABOP to award this contract to 
the lowest responsible bidder. 


The Time of Construction from the Notice to Proceed 
shall be One Hundred Five (105) Calendar Days. 


The Plans and the Project Manual may be obtained 
from the office of: Housing Authority of the Borough 
of Princeton (HABOP) 

50 Clay Street 

Princeton, New Jersey 08542 

Tel. 609.924.3448 


oo 


ze> o a 


< Fax 809.924.1863.. 


The Contract Documents including Plans, 
Specifications and the Project Manual may be 
obtained from HABOP at a (non-refundable) cost of 
$75.00 for each set of documents. Bidders are 
advised to call the Housing Authority Offices before 
picking up the Bid documents. Payment must be 
made in the form of a check made payable to the 
Housing Authority of the Borough of Princeton. 


Bidders’ attention is called to all provisions of the 
Instruction to Bidders for Contacts (HUD-5369), the 
General Conditions of the Contract for 
Construction(HUD-5370), the Supplementary 
General Condition and the Construction Agreement 
all included in the Project Manual 


A Pre-Bid Meeting at the site is scheduled for 
Tuesday April 22, 2003 at 10:00 AM. 


All prospective bidders should attend. 


c the project shall-be submit- 
ted to the Architect in writing, facsimile or email. 
Sealed Bids will be due at 11:00 AM Tuesday, May 


Housing Authority of the Borough of Princeton 


X 
a, 
ka 

6, 2003 at the office of: 
{ 50 Clay Street 
i Princeton, New Jersey 08542 
aaa Ss Tel: 609-924-3448 


At which time ail bids will be publicly opened and 
read aloud. 

Bids delivered via facsimile machine or electronic 
mail will NOT be accepted. A hard copy of the Bid is 
required to be submitted 


A Bid Guarantee of 
“Instructions to Bidders”). 


10% is required (See 


The Contractor who receives the award must furnish 
a 100% Performance Bond and a 100% Payment 
Bond. 


HABOP reserves the right to reject any or all Bids, 
and to waive any irregularities in the Bids. 


The HABOP retains the right to award this construc- 
tion to the lowest responsible bidder it deems is in 
the best interest of the Housing Authority 


Mr. Scott Parsons, Executive Director 
The Housing Authority of the Borough of Princeton. 


PLAINFIELD, NJ 
$379,900 
Colonial - 5 bdrms, 3 full baths, 2 1/2 baths, 


1st fl. fam. rm w/fireplace, livingroom w/fire- 
place, slate patio off of livingroom, kitchen 


CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS 


Maintenance Worker 
(Groundskeeper/Janitor) 


The Housing Authority of the Borough of Princeton 
(HABOP) has an immediate opening for a full-time 
maintenance staff person. Primary responsibilities 
are: cleaning vacant units, community rooms and 
other common areas. Maintaining grounds, some 
landscaping, leaf. and snow removal. Experience in 
groundskeeping, and landscaping preferred but not 
required. Starting at $10.50 per hour & benefits with 
pay increase after six-month review. 


Fax resume to: (609) 921-1167 or call (609) 924- 
3448 HABOP, 50 Clay Street, Princeton, New Jersey, 
08542 


All inquires must be received by April 18, 2003. 


Fax legals to: 
973.642.5444 
24 hours a day 


SUPERVISOR ASSISTANT 
Public Agency seeks individuals to tutor children’M- 
F, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m., at an After-school Program. 
$12.00 per hour. Must have at least four years expe- 
rience working with youth and pass a basic skills test. 
Must have a high school or GED diploma. Send 
resume or come in to fill out an application. Deadline 
4/15/03. 


Housing Authority of the City of Passaic 
333 Passaic St., Passaic, NJ 07055 
Attn: Sandra Ortiz 


Equal Opportunity Employer 


w/breakfast area, pantry & laundry rm off of 
kitchen, hardwood floors throughout, walk-out 
unfinisihed basement, 2 car detached garage. 


Call: 201-207-3983 


ESTATE SALE 
981 MADISON AVE « PLAINFIELD, NJ 


SATURDAY, MAY 3 « 8 am - 5 pm 
and 
SUNDAY, MAY 4 + 8 am - 3 pm 
Antiques, artwork, furniture, unique pieces, 
and much more. 


JOB FAIR 


Saturday, April 12, 2003 


Doral Forrestal 
Schedule of Events: 


10am = 3pm job Fair 


Bring 10 copies of your resume 


Committee 


www. njea .org/lobFair 


Sam ~10am “Alternate Route to Teaching 
Certification” Seminar 


Over 35 New jersey districts participating 


Sponsored by the New Jersey Education Association 
and the NJEA Minority Leadership Recruitment 


For directions and on-line registration, visit 


CALLING A LES REP. 


e ARE YOU A PEOPLE PERSON 7? 
e IF THE ANSWER IS YES... 


then New Jersey’s leading African American 
newspaper is looking for you! We are looking for 
some dynamic, motivated, outgoing sales represen- 
tatives to join our team. 1-2 years sales experience, 
excellent communication and people skills required. 
Must be deadline and goal oriented and have reliable 
transportation. If you're looking for a great way to 
increase your earning potential, then this is for you! 


Please fax your resume to: 
973.642.5444 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
IN YOUR PART TIME!! 


Distributing New Jersey’s leading 
African-American newspaper in 
Elizabeth, Jersey City, Newark, 
The Oranges, Plainfield and 
Paterson. Must be dependable and 
have reliable car. Must possess a 
valid NJ driver’s license. 

Contact our 

Circulation Department at: 


973-642-4400 


S8h40 


NEW JERSEY NEEDS 
fe | FIREFIGHTERS: 
APPLY NOW! 


HJ Departmen of Personnel Announces An Exananation tor 


FIREFIGHTER 
FIREFIGHTER 


Bilingual in Spanish & English 


Get your application a many New Jersey Fire Departments, 
Public Libraries, Emokrenent Offices, and tram our web ate 


www.state .nj.us/personnel 


Daadine tor tiling applications bas been extended to 
May 30, 2003 


The tote of Hew Jemey & an Equal Ogpect anty Empdoyer, 


ATTEND EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS EVERY HOUR AT THE... 


WUB K 
— p 


D 
ADMISSH 


+ REFINANCE YOUR MORTGAGE 


aturda 
April 26 


| ew York's Hot 
| Pennsylvania 


Penn Pavillion Plaza « 
* Across From Penn Station 


Tth Ave'® 33rd St» NYC 


7PM. 


$69.30 


* Buy A Home Or An investment Property. 

e Find, Purchase, Finance & Renovate Foreclosed Properties! 
«Be by For Grants/Down tamon Assistant Programs. 
* Learn About Credit Scores And How To Improve Them. 

+ Negotiate The Lowest Mortgage Rates. 

Acquire the Best Renovation And Construction Loans. 


EXHIBITS 


ETRO EXP{ 


1-888-638-7639 


WAWL 1888METROEXPO.COM 


LOTS 
OF FREE 
Fi 


AAN 


North Fork 5 


Simina: Mass Ravceres i 


t 
d 
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Calendar 


Community 


TUESDAY, APRIL 15 


Plainfield — United Trust 
Community Education Center will 
offer a workshop for women busi- 
ness owners from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 
p.m. For more info call 908-753- 
7364. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 16 


Plainfield — Plainfield Board of 
Education will host its executive 
session meeting at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Plainfield High School 
Conference Room, 950 Park Ave. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 22 


Elizabeth — Union County Drug 
Court Program presents The Pact 
with keynote speaker Rameck 
Hunt, MD, Co-author of “The 
Pact” at the Main Courthouse; 2 
Board St., 5th fl. at 12:30°p.m. For 
more info call 908-659-3496. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 25 — 27” 


Edison —The Super Pet Expo 
returns to N.J. Convention Center 
at Raritan. For more info call 732- 
417-1400.oF visit www.njexpocen- 
ter.com 


SUNDAY, APRIL 27 _ 


Come and participate in the 17th 
Annual Lincoin Tunnei Fun Run 
Walk beginning at USAT&F 
throughout the south tube of the 
Lincoln Tunnel from NY to NJ and 
back. For more info call 1-800- 
650-7665. 


MONDAY, APRIL 28 


Jersey City — New Jersey City 
University presents Emmy Award- 
Winning Journalists Sandra 
Guzman at 3:00 p.m. in room 202 
of Hepburn Hall, 2039 Kennedy 
Bivd. Admissions is free. For more 
info call 201-200-3426. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 29 — MAY 4 


Newark — UniverSoul Circus is 
coming to Newark on its 10th 
Anniversary Tour. For more info 
call ticketmaster at 212-307-7171. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 


Newark — The City will host its 
the 16th Annual Observance 
Ceremony in remembrance of 
horrors of war, genocide occurring 
and which have occurred around 
the world at 12:00 p.m. at Grace 
Episcopal Church, 950 Broad St. 
For more info call 973-733-8004. 


FRIDAY, MAY 9 


Mountainside — The Two 
Hundred Club of Union County 


i 


Luncheon at L’Affaire Restaurant, 
Rt. 22 Eastbound at 11:30 a.m. 
For more info call 908-322-2422. 


SUNDAY, MAY 11 


New York — Celebrate Mother's 
Day with the world famous Hariem 
Gospel Choir at B.B. King’s Blues 
Club & Grill with an all-you-can- 
eat-buffet. For more info call 212- 
997-4144 


Heartbeat 


Belleville — Clara Maass Medical 
Center will offer complimentary 
blood pressure screenings every 
fourth Monday of the month. For 
more info call 1-800-CLARA- 
MAASS. 


Kearny — West Hudson Hospital 
offers women’s alcoholic anony- 
mous seminar at 7:30°p.m. For 
more info call 201-955-7556 


irvington — irvington General 
offers women’s HIV/AIDS support 


call 973-275-0210 


Newark — ré 
UMDNJ offers a variety of support 
services to participants. 
Appointments are strongly recom- 
mended...-or-more info call 973- 


079-244 


COE’. 


Newark — Beth Israel Medical 
Center offers free Breast Cancer 
Patient Support Group. For more 
info call 973-926-7609. 


MONDAY, APRIL 14 


Newark — Columbus Hospital will 
host a memory loss lecture for 
those living with Alzheimer’s in the 
hospital auditorium from 2:00 - 
4:00 p.m. Refreshments will be 
served. For more info call 973- 
268-1442. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 17 


Belleville — St. Barnabas will host 
a free seminar on knee and hip 
pain at 10:30 a.m. For more info 
call 973-450-2213 or 973-284- 
4974. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 


East Orange — The Blood Center 
of NJ will offer a community blood 
drive at East Orange General 
Hospital, 80 South Munn Ave from 
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30 


Belleville — Clara Maass will host 
a free seminar about pain and 
treatment at 10:30 a.m. For more 
info call 973-450-2213. 


ONGOING — APRIL 31 


ti 


FRIDAY, MAY 2— State Theatre of New Brunswick presents 
Barry Manilow Copacabana Musical at 8:00 p.m. For more 
info call 732-246-7469. 


Newark — A computer based 12- 
week GED course covering sub- 
ject areas: Writing, Reading, 
Social. Studies; Science and 
Mathematics, with a ‘Curricullim 
which covers life skills, job readi- 
ness and computer instruction, 
will be offered from Tuesday 
through Friday, 9:00 a.m. — 4:00 
p.m. at La Casa de Don Pedro, 39 
Broadway. For more info call 973- 
481-4713 


Business 


ONGOING 


“Newark. The Women’s Center 


of Essex County College is spon- 
soring a series of seminars, sup- 
port groups during Spring 2003 
Semester. For more info call 973- 
877-3395. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 15 


Newark — SCORE (Service Corps 
of Retired Executives) presents a 
workshop “Starting and Managing 
Your Business” from 9:00 a.m. - 
2:30 p.m. at SCORE Office, 2 
Gateway Center 15th fi. For more 
info call 973-645-3982. 


MONDAY, APRIL 21 — 22 


New Brunswick — Rutgers 
University will host a business and 
medical ethics conference with 
special guest speak Governor 
James McGreevy. For more info 
call 973-353-5879 or visit 
http://pruethics.rutgers.edu. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 24 


New Brunswick — New Jersey 
State Bar Foundation will host a 
free seminar on “Landlord/ Tenant 
Rights” from 7:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
For more info call 1-800-FREE- 
LAW. 


MONDAY, MAY 5 


Newark — City News and City 
Marketing Group presents its 5th 
Annual City Business Expo 2003 


| lat the Newark’ Airport, Marriott 


if 


from 7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. For 
more info call 973-642-4400. 


Artz 
ONGOING 


Newark — Maize Restaurant pres- 
ents Sweet and Low Thursdays fea- 
turing vocalist Denise Hamilton 
from 5:00 p.m. - 10:00 pim. For 
more info call 973-639-1200. 


: ONGOING — MAY 18 


Millburn — The Paper Mill Theatre 
presents the play Camelot with 
music by Frederick Loewe. For 
more info call 973-376-4343. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 12 


Jersey City — Jersey City Museum 
invites you to join its Associate 
Curator for a tour of several new 
gallery shows in Chelsea and lunch. 
Event is free for contemporaries 
members. For more info call 201- 
413-0303 ext. 3115. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23 


New York — SOB’s presents Brand 
Nubian in concert at 9:00 p.m. For 
more info call ticketmaster at 212- 
307-7171. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 24 
New Brunswick — State Theatre 
presents The Temptations in con- 


cert at 8:00 p.m. For more info call 
732-246-7469. 


THURSDAY, MAY 1 


Asbury Park — 50 Cent and The 
Clipse in concert at the Convention 
Hall at 7:00 p.m. For more info call 
ticketmaster at 212-307-7171. 


FRIDAY, MAY 2 


New Brunswick — The” State 


+ 


i] Fax to: 973.642.5444 | 


Theatre of New Brunswick presents 
Barry Manilow’s Copacabana musi- 
cal at 8:00 p.m. For more info call 
732-246-7469. 


Morristown — Community Theatre 
presents The Boys Choir of Harlem 
in concert at 8:00 p.m. For more 
info call 973-539-8008 


SATURDAY, MAY 17 


New York — Erykah Badu performs 
in concert at the Apollo Theater in 
Harlem at 8:00 p.m. For more info 
call ticketmaster at 212-307-7171. 


FRIDAY, MAY 30 


New Brunswick — The State 
Theatre presents Saturday Night 
Fever The Musical for three per- 
formances at 8:00 p.m. For more 
info call 732-246-7469. 


Religion 
ONGOING 


Newark — Greater Service 
Fellowship Church invites you to 
Sunday morning service at 9:00 
a.m. and Wednesday Bible study 
at 7:00 p.m. If you have ques- 
tions, come get the answers. For 
more info call 973-848-1711 


SUNDAY, APRIL 13 
Newark — israel Memorial AME 


Church, 54 Lincoln St, invites the 
public a the annual Palm Sunday 
service with host Bishop Zedekiah 
L. Grady at 10:00 a.m. For more 
info call 642-6048. 


SATURDAY, MAY 17 — 18 


Newark — Newark Symphony 
Hall presents The McDonaid’s 
GospelFest 2003 with special 
guest Donnie McClurkin, Vickie 
Winans, Cissy Houston, ete. For 
more info call 973-643-8009. 


SATURDAY, MAY 10 


Summit — The Concord Singers 
will present their Spring Concert at 
the Calvary Episcopal Church on 
Woodland Ave at 7:30 p.m. For 
more info call 973-514-1412. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 7 


New York — McDonald's 
Gospelfest -2003 comes to 
Madison Square Garden at 7:30 
p.m. For more info call ticketmas- 
ter at 212-307-7171. 


Mail your calendar 
events and photographs 
at least two weeks in 
advance to: 


City News Publishing 
111 Mulberry St., TH-C 
Newark, NJ 07102 or 


April 9- April 15, 2003 
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Essex County children help protest Headstart changes 


U of Michigan 
Admissions 


Continued from page 1 


the university’s provost to give 
20 points to a student at his or 
her discretion. 

A student from Michigan’s 
largely White Upper Peninsula 
can pick up 16 more points— 
10 for being a Michigan resi- 
dent and six for coming from 
an underrepresented county in 
the state. If that student is poor, 
that’s a total of 36 points. 

Further, extra points are 
awarded to students from an 
underrepresented state, for 
being the child or stepchild of a 
Michigan graduate, for demon- 
strating leadership and service 
skills, for personal achieve- 
ment and for writing a good 
essay. Yet, critics of affirma- 
tive action are only pouncing 
on the provision that considers 
race and ethnicity. 

Often lost in the debate is 
how classes are selected. 
Universities look at a variety 
of factors when trying to 
assemble a class. Because they 
don’t want all students to come 
from the state of Michigan, 
they award extra points to stu- 
dents from other state. They try 
to come up with a mix of stu- 
dents that will afford everyone 
in the class an opportunity to 
learn from people different 
from him or her. 

In trying to create this mix, 
admission counselors might 
bypass a student with better 
grades and higher test scores to 
favor another student who 
might bring more varied expe- 
riences to the class. The prem- 
ise is that students learn as 
much from one another outside 
the classroom as they learn 
directly from professors. 

In fact, the White students 
who brought the suit against 
the University of Michigan had 
higher test scores and GPAs 
than some Whites who were 
accepted. Instead of challeng- 
ing the admission of those stu- 
dents, however, conservatives 
have chosen to attack the hand- 
ful -of African-Americans 
accepted. And that’s truly out- 
rageous.. .. : 


Several hundred protestors 
including many young chil- 
dren demonstrated in front of 
Newark City Hall in opposi- 
tion to the Bush administra- 
tion’s proposal to end direct 
federal funding of local head- 
start programs. Instead, funds 
would be allocated from the 
Department of Education to 
local states whom they 
believe could better coordi- 
nate the funds with other state 
funded programs. 

Protestors want the fund- 
ing to remain with the 


Department of Health and 
Human services so that the 
funding of other services like 
parenting classes, and other 
services for parents. They also 
believe that this move would 
add to layers of buearacy 
making in more difficult to 
meet goals. 

Children from thoughout 
Essex County participated 
including Montclair and 
Bloomfield chanting as. they 
carried their sign of protest 
“Headstart works, Head Start 
works. 
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Compary Name Cortact Peson 

Address City State__, Zip 
Phone Fax E-mail 

Type of Business Date 

Signature Title 


Erelosedis check or money order for: 

Yenda Registration: 
Vendor Table ($250-before 415) 
Vendor Table ($200-ater 4/15) 
[Vendor tables include 2 tickets to 
Power Breakfast, 2 tickets to Awards 
Lurcheon, a Business Profile and 
Business Profile Directory] 


Registration 

$25 Power Networking Breakfast 

$50 Awa d Luncheon 

$25 Busiress Aofile 

$25 Business Aofile Directory 

$100 Full Regstration Package includes 
Power Breakfast, Awards Luncheon 
ard Business Rohle & Directory 


Visa or MasterCard is 
Please make check or money order payable to: City News 
Mail to: CityBusiness Expo, 111 Mulberry &, Townhouse C, Newark, NJ 07102 


